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Head lice affects all social classes..

» Headlice live and fee‘d"‘eh human scalp.

« The adult louse is 2mm-4mm Iong and has

six legs with claws.

The female louse lays abddt 8‘e’gg$ per.day.

+ The eggs hatch within:8-10 days;

The empty shell is descnbed asa’nit. The
nits or white specks.left afty i

emerged from the eggs nﬁéy remam in the :

hair for months:

- Lice can livefor up to 35 days.

Lice pierce the'scalp‘sdsas to.feedionthe: ‘

blood of the host.

« Lice'inject an'anaestheticinto the scalp so

you cannot feel them feeding.

Itching is often the only symptomv but may
not occur-for anumber of weeks.or even
months.

« Head lice are transferred via head to head

contact.

« It takes about 30.seconds for a‘louse to

move from one head to:another.

The use of hair conditioner is Ihoughtto
reduce the risk of head lice.
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Steps to keep your child’s head clear of head lice
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+ Wash with ordinary dhampoo and-use plenty of hair conditioner.

" Untangle hair with'a wide toothed comb/brush. -

Check hair during normal hair washing each week.

Under:a good llght and-using a white towel draped around ‘the child's shoulders divide hair 1nito
small sections. . i

Detect lice using.a fine comb, making sure you:start combing from the scalp outwards.
Look through each siection,‘eg‘gs are laid close tothe scalp. :

Check teeth df comb after each section, cleaning it with a piece of white tissue.

Continue until all the hair has been sectioned off and thoroughly checked.
Rinse the hajr as normal.

If no live lice are found continue the above procedure once a week,

If Ii\/ing lice are found-obtain lotion from the Pharmacy and follow instructions.

Continue the steps 1-10 daily until all living lice have disappeared.
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If a live louse is-found all members of the family must be: checked andthose infected should L’Le
treated as above. 1‘
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