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Music Policy

.A. Introductory Statement:

This policy updates and replaces an older document which had been in existence since September 2010. It was formulated following a consultative process among Parents and the  BOM which took place over a period of months.  The Principal and Class Teachers were involved in drafting this policy.

.B. Rationale:

This policy was devised:
· To benefit teaching and learning of music in our school.

· To provide a coherent approach to the teaching of music across the whole school.

· To review the existing plan for music in light of the 1999 Primary School Curriculum.

.C. Vision and Aims:

(i) Vision

We seek to assist the children in our school in achieving their potential through the opportunities they receive to participate in activities/experiences drawn from the strands of the Primary School Music Curriculum.

(ii) Aims

We endorse the aims of the Primary School Curriculum for Music:

· To enable the child to enjoy and understand music and to appreciate it critically

· To develop the child’s openness to, awareness of and response to a wide range of musical genres,-especially Irish music. Through our Tin Whistle Programme introduced in September 2012, children from First Class up to Sixth Class learn and perform a variety of traditional Irish pieces.  
· To develop the child’s capacity to express ideas, feelings and experiences through music as an individual and in collaboration with others

· To enable the child to develop his/her musical potential and to experience the excitement and satisfaction of being actively engaged in musical creativity

· To nurture the child’s self-esteem and self-confidence through participation in musical performance

· To foster higher-order thinking-skills and life long learning through the acquisition of musical knowledge, skills, concepts and values

· To enhance the quality of the child’s life through aesthetic musical experience.

.D. Curriculum Planning:

1. Strands and Strand Units

Listening &  Responding


· Exploring Sounds

· Environmental

· Vocal

· Body percussion

· Instrumental

· Listening and responding to music

Performing

· Song Singing

· Unison singing

· Simple part singing

· The children from this school perform at concerts (inside and outside school) masses and special occasions.
· Literacy

· Rhythm

· Pitch

· Rhythm and pitch

· Playing Instruments

We at the school have gone to great lengths to establish a tradition in music and singing at Scoil Bhride. Acting on the wishes of our Parents' Association and in the aftermath of much research, we successfully secured the services of Mrs. Karen McCormack in September 2012 to help formally teach Tin Whistle to children from 1st to 6th Class. Mrs. McCormack is a very well known Musician and Music Teacher and we've been fortunate in having her visit  our school on one afternoon a week since then. Thanks to Karen's tuition and all the follow-up practice done by both the Teachers in School and the children at home,  we are very proud to say that we are producing some marvellously talented musicians year on year at SBC. This has had a knock on effect in the community as a whole, with our pupils becoming actively involved in the local branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Eireann where they have broadened their musical talents by taking up a second/third instrument and competing in Feiseanna all over the country. Certainly, the seeds sown here at School are bearing fruit in the wider community.

Whilst Tin Whistle is the only instrument taught formally at SBC, the children are encouraged to bring other instruments to school (eg. Concertina; Accordion; Flute; Fiddle etc)  on days when Music is being taught or when we are preparing for an upcoming event.Our pupils regularly perform at School Concerts, School Masses, Commemorative Events, Presentations and a host of other events.

The Tin Whistle Programme introduced in partnership with the Parents’ Association forms a substantial block of the Music Curriculum taught at SBC. The Board of Management insist that participation in this programme is compulsory for all children from 1st to 6th Class, as it is an integral part of our Whole School Plan in meeting the requirements of the Music Curriculum for Primary Schools. 

Composing

· Improvising and creating

· Talking about and recording compositions

2. Approaches and Methodologies

At Scoil Bhríde, all children and class teachers are actively engaged in Music Education. Since September 2012, we have an External/Visiting Teacher who comes to the school once a week to teach Tin Whistle to all pupils from 1st to 6th Class.  The importance of using a variety of approaches to teaching  Listening & Responding, Performing and Composing is emphasized.

3. Linkage and Integration

We engage the children in activities that encompass a number of objectives from different subject areas.  This is an effective means of teaching and an important principle of the curriculum.  Integrated themes can be highly motivating and satisfying for the children and are particularly useful in multi-class situations in small schools like Scoil Bhríde.  Many of the expressive and imaginative aspects of the other arts areas can be supplemented by creative work in music.  In addition, the exploration of concepts can be enhanced by aural stimuli.  Concepts such as line, shape and pattern in visual arts can be illustrated through music, since music, like line, can be jumpy, wavy, smooth, or broken.  Similarly, musical concepts such as tempo or dynamics can be conveyed through long or short lines, or through dark and light lines or shapes, respectively.  Music can also convey different images to different children, and opportunities to illustrate responses to music through visual arts are found in the Listening and responding strand.  Themes in music, especially in composing areas, may be explored through dance, drama and gymnastics.  Warm-up activities in physical education may involve the use of familiar music from the listening programme, while a selection of folk songs or campfire songs can complement outdoor activities.

4. Assessment and Record Keeping

(i) The Purposes of Assessment

Assessment can serve many functions, but predominantly it is needed to determine where adjustments are needed in instruction and whether the child is adequately prepared for the introduction of the next unit or a higher level.  More precisely, assessment in music aims to fulfill the following purposes:

· To meet the needs of the pupils, building on their expertise and understanding and developing their musical potential.

· To identify shortcomings in pupil achievement in music.

· To inform future teaching.

· To summarise what has been achieved so far.

· To observe and guide participation in and emerging attitudes towards music and music making.

· To provide a basis for reporting and communicating pupil progress to parents and to other professionals.

· To guide the decisions regarding the development of effectiveness of the curriculum.

(ii) Teacher Observation

Observing the children thinking and behaving musically is a fundamental means of access to their learning.  Observation will be based on:

· Watching their behaviour as they sing, play an instrument or create their own music, and

· Listening to the children as they talk about the music they have listened to.

· Tin Whistle recitals, choir recitals, carol singing etc. held on an ongoing basis.

5. Children with Additional Needs
Activities are adapted and modified so that all children can participate meaningfully in classroom music.

6. Equality of Participation and Access

· Equal opportunities are given to boys and girls to participate in music class activities.

· Boys and girls have equal access to and opportunities to experience all strands.

.E. Organisational Planning

1. Timetable

· 1 hour weekly

Extra time allocated coming up to special events. E.g. concerts, recitals, religious ceremonies etc. 

2. Resources and ICT

· Percussion Instruments – 3 sets (in customised black carry bag)

· Piano

· Electric Piano and Small Keyboard

· 5 Acoustic Guitars 

· Tin Whistles (for home and school use)
· Home made percussion instruments

· Singing Sherlock Book 1 (Book and CD)

· Flying Around (Book and CD)
· Carnival of the Animals CD

· Disney Songbook

· Boomwhackers (tuned percussion instruments)

· Variety of choir music for Christmas/Religious ceremonies etc.

Resources are purchased as required. (On the recommendation of Miss Molloy)
3. Health and Safety
When planning for music in the school, the following health and safety issues should be considered:

a. The hidden dangers posed by unstable furniture or equipment if children are moving around a classroom

b. The storage facilities for equipment, as well as access to and transport of that equipment

c. Ventilation of the classroom

d. The amount of space available for children to sit or stand (for example when doing choral or instrumental work).

4. Individual Teachers’ Planning and Reporting

Teachers refer to the Whole School Plan and the Curriculum Documents for music to provide information and guidance for their long and short term planning.  They plan using the strands and strand units.  The Cuntas Míosúil plays a part in reviewing and developing the whole school plan and individual planning, by the Principals monitoring of work completed by individual teachers and suggesting improvements.

F. Staff Development

Teachers have access to reference books, resource materials, instruments, equipment, and websites dealing with music.  School personnel are encouraged to research new methodologies, try out materials / instruments, and access whether or not they should be purchased.  Information about in-service courses, school visits, and musical events are communicated to all.  Teachers are encouraged to attend in-service courses, and to share the expertise acquired at these courses.  Time is allocated at staff meetings to discuss aspects of the music curriculum if required.  Colleagues, who may need assistance, are given help and advice on the preparation and implementation of the music curriculum. Our External/Visiting Teacher is included in staff development.

G. Parental Involvement

Parents are asked to give support to their children’s music activities by allowing time and space to practice or improvise on an instrument (Tin – Whistle) and by encouraging positive attitudes to music in general and to school based activities in particular.  Parents are sometimes invited to attend school music events for children’s performance. Opportunities for live performances are provided in class, at School Assembly, School Concerts, Carol Services and other special occasions.

.H. Community Links
The school enjoys a strong link to the local branch of Comhaltas Ceoltóirí Eireann and a large number of our pupils attend tuition etc with the group. The BOM often gives permission for the use of the school premises to host local and regional Fleadh Cheoil. We also allow one of our parents to conduct guitar lessons in the school Library after 3:00pm each day. Many of our own pupils (past and present) attend these lessons. Since Christmas 2015 the School hosts a Christmas Carol Service at  the local Church. Other singers and choirs from the surrounding area are invited to take part. The event is organised in partnership with Fr. O’Reilly and the Parish Council.
.I. Success Criteria

This plan is intended to make a difference to the learning and teaching of music in our school.  We will know that the plan has been implemented when teachers’ preparations are based on this plan, and when procedures in this plan have been consistently followed.

We will know that the plan has achieved its aims when:

· Children have a positive attitude and appreciation of music;

· Children have an interest in expression through music;

· Children engage in listening and responding, performing, and composing music;

· Children have explored sound, including vocal sound, body percussion instruments, and environmental sounds;

· Children have listened and responded to music from a wide range of genres and cultures in a variety of ways;

· Children sing songs appropriate to their vocal range, from a wide variety of genres and cultures;

· Children play a variety of instruments;

· Children improvise and create  music using a variety of sound sources;

· Children talk about, evaluate, and record their work.

.J. Implementation

This updated plan will be implemented by the Principal/Staff of SBC with effect from September 2016. Miss Molloy will have responsibility for the purchase, storage and listing of all Musical Equipment at the school. The Plan will be implemented and developed by the teachers, with  support from the Board of Management and Parent Body.

.K. Ratification and Review
The BOM of SBC ratified this plan on 9/6/’16. It will be reviewed at any point in time when the need arises. However, it is standard procedure for the Principal and staff to carry out an appraisal/review of all school policies every two years after the initial implementation. 
Signed: ___________________________________________ Chairperson BOM

                          ___________________________________________ Principal 

                       Date:  ____________________________________
