Scoil Bhríde

Homework Policy

A. Introduction:

        We are all acutely aware of the important link Homework is between home and school. There is universal agreement on the point that where parents take an active interest in, and offer practical support for their children’s homework, then a greater degree of progress is achieved. When the child is aware that parental interest and supervision is constantly expressed in his/her work, then that child will take greater pride in what he/she is producing and efforts become more pronounced. As a result, the child learns more effectively, is more confident, is more contented and develops a higher level of selfworth. On the other hand, where parents fail to play an active part in the child’s work then it has continually been shown that the child loses interest and performs erratically. Where homework is either poorly done, or even worse, not done at all on a regular basis, then this portrays a poor image of the school/child/parent partnership. In cases like this the child will certainly fall behind in his/her work and may be unable to reach full potential.

 B. Policy:

1.a) From September 2001 all children from 2nd to 6th Class will be expected to have a School Homework Diary into which they will write each day’s programme for homework. This Homework Diary will appear on the relevant booklists for these classes in September 2001. Bearing in mind that some children write at a much slower pace than others, we will make sure that each child is given sufficient time at school to take down his/her homework accurately form the board. As is the case with all the child’s work, we must stress the point that this exercise be done carefully and neatly

   b) In the Junior classes where children may as yet be unable to take their Homework down themselves, the class teacher may provide a copy of the Homework programme for each individual child on a sheet that bears a strong resemblance to the layout of the Homework Diary. The class teacher will make sure that this sheet is safely stored in the child’s schoolbag when going home.

2.From September 2001, all children in the Middle and Senior Classes (2nd to 6th) shall do all of their written Homework into the one Homework Copy. The child will be expected to develop a habit of presenting his/her work neatly and thoroughly with appropriate headings for Day/Date and each subject area covered. Once Homework has been completed the child’s work should be signed by either parent. On the odd occasion that neither Mammy or Daddy is available to sign the Homework copy, then this important element of the programme may be carried out by some other responsible adult. eg. Grandparent.

3.In the Junior end of the school and occasionally in the Senior end, the children may sometimes have parts of their workbooks assigned for Homework. In these instances the same rules apply as in the case of the homework copy.  ie. All work is to be thoroughly done, neatly presented and appropriately dated/signed by a parent once the assignment has been fully completed.

4.Oral Work is an essential and highly important element in the Homework Programme and sufficient time should be apportioned to it either at the beginning of the Homework Session or at the end.  All Oral Work requires active parental involvement throughout its duration. Examples of the type of Oral Work regularly assigned are…………

  a) Spellings     b) Reading from School Textbooks  c) Tables    d) Poetry

  Children who repeatedly fail to do any oral work assigned to them will be sanctioned accordingly.

5.We at Scoil Bhríde expect that the entire programme for Homework be completed neatly and in full everynight. Where a child has not completed his/her work to the required level of satisfaction regarding neatness, thoughtfulness and effort, then the class teacher shall have to take appropriate action and impose certain sanctions. ie. the child may be asked to re-do part, or all of the Homework Programme again. In a situation where a child repeatedly fails to complete the work prescribed to the standard he/she is capable of, then this shall be viewed as a breach of conditions as set out in the school code of discipline and more serious action will be taken. Both the Principal and Parents shall be notified and certain privileges may be removed from the child until such time that his/her efforts improve accordingly.

6.We all realise that sometimes there is a perfectly plausible reason as to why the full programme for Homework is not completed. In this regard only those explanations written and signed/dated by a parent shall be accepted. This explanation may take the form of a brief note written in either the Homework Diary or Homework Copy. No other excuse on the part of the child can be accepted.

7.Where a child consistently falls behind in his/her schoolwork, or for a variety of reasons does not complete the daily class workload, then we contend that this child take the work in question home to be properly completed. In this case, the work shall be continued in the copy in which it had been started earlier in the day.

8.In general, this school will not assign Homework at weekends, except in certain circumstances which are laid out below….. 

(a) In cases where a child has lost a good deal of ground on the work of his/her classmates during the week, then this child shall be assigned work over the weekend in an effort to catch up.

(b) As the situation arises, the school has decided to assign weekend homework as a sanction against those pupils whose behaviour has fallen way below the standards we have set and expect in Scoil Bhríde.

(c) In the interests of continuity, the teachers in the Junior classes particularly stress that parents adhere to habits set all week whereby the early reader is afforded the time and opportunity to read with / for Mum and Dad. Such reading exercises will be assigned for the weekend by the teachers in question on the Friday afternoon.

9.Parents are expected to impress upon their children that all school books are to be given the utmost respect. Books should be covered appropriately and treated with great care. We will take a very dim view of any situation where books are scribbled upon or torn. Repeated instances of this type of behaviour shall be viewed as serious misconduct on the part of the child and the school shall impose the most strict of sanctions in this regard. In cases such as this and where books are permanently damaged or lost, then the school expects the child’s parents to replace the material in full.

10.When setting Homework each Class Teacher will attempt to gauge the workload bearing in mind the abilities of the average child in their class. Accordingly, the duration of the Homework Session should fall approximately along the following guidelines …..


Infants        15 – 20 minutes approx.


1st and 2nd   20 – 30 minutes approx.


3rd and 4th   30 – 45 minutes approx.


5th and 6th   45 – 60 minutes approx.

It is quite normal to expect that some children may take either more or less time to do the work than is set out in these approximations. This is not something a parent should unduly worry about unless the child seems to be getting his/her work done either too quickly, or is working for an unusually exorbitant amount of time. If either case arises on a regular  basis, then the parent should contact the class teacher without delay.

