Safety at Drop-off and Collection

5/9/’23
1) Parents are advised to park their car in the designated spaces  and leave the vehicle with your child(ren)   when either dropping off or collecting. In the interest of safety you should always park your car and accompany your child(ren) to and from the school gates.  This is especially important in the case of younger children in Junior/Senior Infants and First Class. These children should always be accompanied by a Parent/Minder to and from the School Gates. Our Junior Teacher will not release children onto the Church Car-Park at collection times but will keep them in the Infant Play Area on the yard (or School Hall,-depending on the weather) until a parent / guardian gets out of his/her car and actually comes to the school gates to physically collect the pupil(s) (B.O.M.)

2) Try not to obstruct the flow of traffic through the school grounds. Please refrain from pulling up/parking on the main thoroughfare. Use designated parking bays (marked in white) and “pull in” zones.( marked in yellow)  (B.O.M.) 

       It has come to our attention that some parents are pulling up in the middle of the church car-park when dropping off and collecting children. As a result, there is no clear passage through the car-park and traffic is getting backed up. To make matters worse, those who are parked properly are blocked in and can’t get out. This is causing a lot of frustration for many parents and is threatening the health and safety of our pupils. We advise the following:

(i) Cars are not to pull up in the middle of the route through the church car-park.

(ii) All vehicles should use the designated parking spaces located throughout the church grounds.

(iii) Great care is to be exercised when entering or vacating a parking space and appropriate indications given to other drivers.  (30/11/’16 Staff) 
(iv) Remember,- there are lots of parking spaces available in the main church car-park adjacent to Flynn’s (entrance to the right of the Father Shortall Room as you enter off the Birr Road) 
3) Adhere to the one-way system through the Church grounds. ie. Entry from the Birr Road and exit onto Chapel St. (BOM)

4) Keep speed to a minimum. (BOM)

5) Some of our pupils have special needs and it’s important that they be dropped off/collected as close to the School Entrance as possible. Please be considerate and leave the “pull in” zone (marked in yellow) at the front of the School free for those who most need it. (BOM)
6) Always be extra vigilant and keep your eyes open for pedestrians and cyclists. Remember, sometimes younger children and toddlers accompany their parents when dropping off/collecting their brothers and sisters. This presents a further challenge to you as a motorist so always make sure all is safe and well before you pull out and drive off. Keep your eyes open for small children. (Staff)

7) Pay particular attention on rainy days when visibility is poor and children tend to run to cars. (Staff)

8) Collect children on time ie. 2pm for Infant Classes and 3 pm for all other Classes. Naturally, there are times when you may be late to collect your child. In such instances it’s always helpful to give Geraldine a ring at the office. We can then pass on the message to the child(ren) in question and also prepare an area where he/she/they  may  wait for your arrival
However, we take an extremely dim view of situations where the same children are being collected late  almost every evening. Such habits serve only to take deliberate advantage of the School and its Staff and are in breach of Nationally recognised Child Protection Guidelines. Regular/Repeated late collections will be noted and a report prepared for the National Education Welfare Board where appropriate. (Staff) 
9) We ask that the Infant Classes  up to 2nd Class  only be dropped off and collected at the Church Cark-Park Entrance. Obviously, if you have a child in classes from 3rd  upwards you are not asked to make 2 drop-offs/collections each day, but should simply leave/collect all your older children with the younger ones. However, if you only have older children to drop off and collect then please use the Main School Avenue at the front of the School. Younger children in Junior / Senior Infants up to First/Second Class are not to be dropped off and collected at the front of the School. (Parents’ Assoc.) 
10) Staff Parking is provided for at the front of the School both adjacent to and opposite the Disabled Parking Spaces. However, there are no designated Staff Parking Spaces in the Church Car Park at the rear of the School.  It would be helpful if Staff did not use up any parking spaces at the back of the Church. If staff are not using designated spaces at the front of the School, they should otherwise use spaces provided in the Church Car Park at the front of St. Manman’s Church. 
11) Please inform all childminders of the steps we have taken to try and improve the situation as it currently stands. (Parents’ Assoc.) 

John O’Sullivan (Principal)
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