Barrow Books
On Wednesday 11th of January Ailbhe Joyce visited our school. Ailbhe and her father Tom Joyce came to our school to show us what she has done with some of the books that we sent to Zambia in Africa. Ailbhe showed us a video of her friends Fredrick, Esther, Roid and her brother Evin sharing some of their favourite books. Evin lives in Zambia and he has been there for over 2 years! Evin set up a programme called ‘Barrow Books’. Ailbhe went all around a compound (which is like a housing estate) with a wheelbarrow giving books to all the children. It took her 5 hours so Ailbhe had to wake up at half past seven in the morning to begin the work. I loved that Ailbhe and Tom Joyce came to our school and it was a really good talk.
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Yesterday on 11-1-17 Ailbhe Joyce, a past pupil of our school came to Scoil Bhride to talk to us about an initiative she and her brother Evin Joyce came up with. The name of the in initiatives Barrow Books. Barrow books is a mobile library where Ailbhe and her friend s Fredrick Roid and Ester go around the city of Lusaka, Zambia with a wheelbarrow (hence the name Barrow Books) that has shelves inside to separate it.                                                                                                                                                              

                            Every Saturday morning at 7:30 Ailbhe and her friends go around Lusaka with their wheelbarrow for five hours in the heat .Ailbhe said they were very lucky Roid and Fredrick knew their way around .To remember  who took what book , Ailbhe  would take a picture with her phone of the person with their book in front of their house. To rent a book for a week you pay 20 Kwacha with is equal to 20 cents. We are very proud of our past pupil who is doing all this work voluntarily and although is not in Zambia right now Barrow Books is still continuing  and we wish  Ailbhe the best of luck since she is very eager to return.

                                           Other fun facts we learned were: there is over 72 Languages in Zambia but they all communicate using English. She also taught us how to say Hello in Nyanja which is Bwanji most of the books actually came from our school but before all the books came from charity shops in Portlaois and Tullamore, Ailbhe is hoping to get more wheelbarrows and some e-readers from the ministry of education. She also told us how her friends and brother are trying to get barrow books into other towns and cities. We truly hope Barrow Books can grow and we are behind them every step of the way   
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On the eleventh of January 2017,Ailbhe Joyce came to our school to talk about Barrow books. Barrow books are a mobile library in Lusaka, Zambia. The people in Zambia get to rent books from them. The books cost 20 kwacha. ‘Hello’ in Nyanja is ‘Bwanji’. Ailbhe,Evin,Roid,Fredrick and Ester wake up early every Saturday morning to leave at seven  thirty  to let the people of Zambia borrow their books for 1 week only. I think this is a great idea because the people of Zambia can learn English. It is very hot over there so they bring their books in a wheelbarrow. You have to admire them as they gave up their time to make lives better in Zambia. Best of luck in the future Ailbhe and Evin.

 KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK.
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