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Team Sports
Code of Conduct
.A. Introduction:

This Policy Document addresses the minimum appropriate levels of behaviour, practice and conduct required from our players, coaches, mentors, parents and supporters. We wish to see this Policy developed, promoted and actively implemented as an initiative that encourages fair-play, respect, equality, tolerance and safety in all aspects of our participation.

Everyone involved in school sports and activities should seriously accept the roles and responsibilities that they undertake as we commit ourselves to maintaining an enjoyable and safe Sports Programme for all.

The safeguarding of our pupils will always be a key priority and we also recognise that fun and enjoyment are of paramount importance in all our involvement in sports-related pursuits. 

While being successful on the Playing Pitch or Basketball Court is an obvious aspiration of ours, we place far greater emphasis on doing our best in a dignified and honourable manner. We wish to foster and develop our good name as being hard working, mannerly and honest opponents.
We envisage that all players, coaches and mentors sign up to this Code of Conduct and that all parents and supporters of the school would also adopt it. 

.B. Players /
Participants

Players should:................
· Play fairly, do your best and enjoy yourselves.

· Respect, encourage and support fellow team members regardless of whether they play well or not.

· Represent your team, your school and your family with pride, honour and dignity.

· Remember,-when the referee/match official is right, he’s right. Even when he’s wrong, he’s still right. So, never question his decision. 

· Respect all your coaches, mentors and officials. The same degree of respect should always be shown to your opposition, their coaches and their supporters.

· Be gracious in defeat and modest in  victory.

· Shake hands before and after a game, irrespective of the result. While it’s always nice to win, we must accept defeat graciously and with our heads held high.

· Adhere to the highest  standards of behaviour ,- to  your school’s Code of Conduct for Team Sports  and to the Official School  Code of Positive Behaviour & Discipline. 
· Take care of school  equipment and gear. Always bring back what you use/borrow.
· Aspire to the great example shown by Irish Rugby player Brian O’Driscoll  who, aside from his remarkable skills,- personifies all the characteristics of true sportsmanship, ie. leadership, courage, honesty, respect, humility, fair-play etc. 
Players should never: 
· Engage in any unsavoury or distracting verbals/ niggles with members of the opposition team, management or supporters.
· Give out to or ridicule a team-mate. Always be positive and encourage those around you. 

· Cheat – always play by the rules.
· Shout or argue with a referee, a coach, your team mates or opponents and you should never use violence or dirty play in any shape or form. 

· Use unfair or bullying tactics to gain advantage.

· Use unacceptable language.
· Either verbally or physically abuse a member of the opposition team, their management or supporters.

· Any player/participant who show conscious disregard for the principles outlined both in this Policy Document and in our School Code of Positive Behaviour  & Discipline, shall face immediate disciplinary action that will compromise his/her further participation with School Representative Teams. 

.C. Those in charge of teams:
Coaches, Mentors and Trainers

· Coaches should maintain a child-centred approach and never ever adopt a policy of  “ winning at all costs”.

· Treat each participant fairly and equally. 
· Be positive during training and  games. 

·  Skills development, participation and the  personal satisfaction/enjoyment of the participant  should take priority over all other considerations.

·  Never equate losing with  failure and don’t develop a pre-occupation with medals and trophies. The levels of improvement made by players  over a period of time is the best indicator of effective coaching.
· Be firm, yet fair in applying all our documented  principles of fair-play and discipline as outlined both in this Policy Document and in the School Code of Positive Behaviour & Discipline.

Coaches should lead by example

· Never use foul language to a player, opponent, supporter or match official.

· Only enter the field of play with the referee’s permission.

· Never  question a referee’s decision.

· Encourage players to respect and accept the judgement of the referee/match officials.

· Promote fair play, respect and humility.

· Don’t shout at players or reprimand/ridicule them when they make mistakes.

   Always encourage your players.

· Challenge bullying in any form. It is not acceptable behaviour,-be it from a young person, a coach, a parent, or a spectator.

·  Actively uphold and promote the values of respect and fair-play to which we aspire at Scoil Bhríde, Cluain na Slí.

.D. Parents/Guardians
Parents should encourage their child to: ..................
· Always play by the rules.

· Improve their skill levels.

· Appreciate everybody on their team regardless of ability. We should encourage our team-mates, not admonish them or belittle them. 
· Maintain a balanced and healthy lifestyle. (exercise,  nutrition , rest and play).

· Respect the opposition and refrain from any type of verbal or physical abuse.

· Accept defeat with honour and dignity.

· Listen attentively to those in charge and abide by their decisions.

· Uphold the standards of respect and fair-play as outlined in this Policy Document and in the School Code of Positive Behaviour & Discipline.

· Aspire to the example of true sportsmanship shown by the great Irish Rugby player, Brian O’Driscoll. 
Parents should lead by example: 

· Adopt a positive attitude to children’s participation in our games.

· Respect decisions of coaches and officials and encourage children to do likewise.

· Do not exert undue pressure on your child.

· Never admonish your own child or any other child for their play.

· Show approval for effort, not just results.

· Applaud good play from all teams.

· Do not criticise playing performances.

· Identify how improvements may be made in a positive and constructive fashion.
· Always refrain from getting involved in unsavoury arguments or squabbles whilst in attendance at any of our sporting occasions.

· Actively promote the standards of respect and fair-play to which we aspire at

Scoil Bhríde, Cluain na Slí.

.E. Supporters
Active, loyal and well behaved supporters are always welcome to attend and support our games, but should be aware that their conduct will reflect upon the team, players and school. Fellow supporters have a responsibility to ensure that all supporters conduct themselves in an acceptable and well-behaved manner at all times whilst attending games and competitions. Supporters should realise and appreciate that all players participate in sport so that they may enjoy themselves, while also doing their best to represent the School as best they can. Yes, we do go out to win and be successful but we also wish to derive pleasure from participating to the best of our ability. Winning isn’t everything,- we also wish to promote an acceptance of  defeat with humility and grace.
Our supporters and followers must understand that they themselves are indirectly representing our School whenever they attend a sporting occasion in which we are taking part. Any inappropriate behaviours serve only to reflect poorly on the School and the standards of respect and fair-play to which we aspire. 

Supporters add to the enjoyment of our games by: 

· Applauding  good performances and efforts from all players (on both sides).

· Condemning the use of violence and abuse in any form, be it by fellow spectators, coaches, officials or players.

· Encouraging  players to participate according to the rules and the referee’s decisions.

· Demonstrating appropriate social behaviour by not using foul language or harassing players, mentors or officials. 

· Refraining from getting involved in petty squabbles or arguments. 
.F. Conclusion: 
There is a long and healthy tradition of sporting pursuits in the Clonaslee area that goes back through many, many decades. At Scoil Bhride, we wish to promote a  healthy lifestyle and a genuine love of sport amongst all our pupils. Our PE and Sports Programmes are wide and varied right up through the school and we aspire to the aim that all our children take great pleasure in being exposed to many diverse  sporting disciplines. When it comes to pulling on a School Jersey or representing the School in any one of these pursuits, we expect that our pupils would display their skills in a just and fair manner. We envisage that they would take great pride and enjoyment in representing Scoil Bhride and the Clonaslee Community to which we  all belong. Above all else, it is our primary objective to foster and develop the ideals of respect and fair-play among all pupils who wear our colours. 
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